
 

 
HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
RETREAT 

 
HCC/MGM Culinary Arts Institute 

164 Race Street, Holyoke, MA  01040 
12:30 pm – 4 pm 

 
Minutes of September 30, 2022 

 
MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Chair 
Trustee George 
Ted Hebert (via Zoom – left at 3:30 pm) 
Yolanda Johnson 
Nayroby Rosa  
Vanessa Smith  (joined at 1:48 pm) 
Eleanor Williams (left at 2:05 pm) 

  
MEMBERS ABSENT Charles Epstein 

Evan Plotkin 
Ivonne Vidal 
 

ALSO PRESENT Karen Desjeans, President Christina Royal, Gina Yarbrough, General Counsel 
(Via Zoom, Angela Provart, Pauly Group (via Zoom) 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 12:36 pm, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 
 
 

INTRODUCTORY 
REMARKS 

Chair Gilbert and President Royal welcomed the Trustees to the Board Retreat. 
 
 

GOVERNANCE AND 
FIDUCIARY BOARD 
LEADERSHIP 
 

Gina Yarbrough, General Counsel for the Massachusetts Community 
Colleges, presented the following presentation that details the Trustees’ 
responsibilities, Open Meeting Law (including Executive Session) and Public 
Records. 
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 Gina also provided the Trustees a copy of the Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education Presidential Search Guidelines and Procedures for the Search, 
Selection, Appointment and Removal of State University and Community 
College Presidents (dated June 2013) 

PRESIDENTIAL 
SEARCH 
COMMITTEE 

Angela Provart, President of the Pauly Group presented an overview of the 
Presidential Search timeline and discussed the Position Profile with Trustees.  
The Committee will consist of 19 members, including Trustees, a member 
from the DHE, HCC Foundation, a Community member, faculty, staff and 
students. Angela anticipates 8 to 10 semi-finalists that will be interviewed 
virtually, and 3 to 5 candidates for in-person visits to the campus.  There will 
be an opportunity for Trustees to meet the candidates with a Trustee Dinner.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
OF MEETING 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Desjeans, Staff Assistant, President’s Office
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Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair

11/22/2022


		2022-12-08T05:03:51-0800
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




